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left us, had not I met Mr. Simpson, of Lincoln, Burke one day in the street, by whom I was informed that Mr. Langton, your Mamma, and yourself, had been all ill, but that you were all recovered.
" That sickness should suspend your correspondence, I did not wonder; but hoped that it would be renewed at your recovery.
" Since you will not inform us where you are, or how you live, I know not whether you desire to know any thing of us. However, I will tell you that THE ctun subsists; but we have the loss of Burke's company since he has been engaged in publick business, in which he has gained more reputation than perhaps any man at his C^rst3 appearance ever gained before. He made two speeches in the House for repealing the Stamp-act, which were publickly commended by. Mr. Pitt, and have filled the town with wonder.
" Burke is a great man by nature, and is expected soon to attain civil greatness. I am grown greater too, for I have maintained the newspapers these many weeks; and what is greater still, I have risen every morning since New-year's day, at about eight: when I was up, I have indeed done but little; yet it is no slight advancement to obtain for so many hours more, the consciousness of being.
" I wish you were in my new atudy; I am now writing the first letter in it. I think it looks very pretty about me.
"Dyer1 is constant at THB CLUB; Hawkins is
1 [Samuel Dyer, Esq. a most learned and ingenious Member of the LITERARY CLUB, for whose understanding and attainments Dr. Johnson had great respect. He died Sept. 14, 1771. A more particular account of this